Griffin Dyeworks & Fiber Arts

Burn Test (for fiber identification)

SAFETY PRECAUTION: Burn actual fabric; selvedge edge may not be the same fiber as the main piece of
cloth and will give a false reading of content. Always hold small piece of test fiber with tweezers, not with
fingers. Hold fiber over water before setting it alight. Do not sniff burnt fiber until smoke dissipates. Do not
touch fiber until bead cools. All synthetic fibers should be considered to be a serious drip danger and fume
hazard. When set on fire, burning synthetic fabric can sizzle or drip so fast that it curls onto skin or
fingernails, causing a nasty burn. If a burn occurs, submerge burned area in ice water immediately. Burn test
may not distinguish between cotton and other cellulose fibers. Some fabric may have finishes that affect burn
results. Weighted silk (with added chemicals) may react more like synthetic fiber.
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